
BUILD BRIDGES NOT 
WALLS 

 
 
As a Catholic, I believe in the human dignity of all individuals including immigrants and refugees.   

● With more than 65 million people displaced from their homes worldwide, we are currently witnessing              
the worst refugee crisis since World War Two.  

● I strongly support the U.S. government’s longstanding leadership on refugee protection, an issue         
which has had support from both Republican and Democratic administrations for more than 30 years. 

● I urge you to support legislation which would nullify the President’s Executive Order on refugee             
travel (H.R. 724/S.274). The Order runs counter to the humanitarian leadership of the United States             
and our nation’s tradition of offering protection and welcome.  

● Many of the President’s proposed changes to the resettlement program are contrary to our country's               
values and ideals of freedom, fairness, and compassion. 

● I support our existing refugee program because it ensures rigorous vetting while still providing           
life-saving protection to refugees. 

 

I similarly urge you to oppose the President’s Executive Orders on border security and interior immigration                
enforcement. These orders will put vulnerable migrants at risk, undermine due process, and lead to               
separation of families. Thus, I request you consider supporting or introducing bills that would void these                
two orders (H.R. 920 and H.R. 921). 

● I also ask you to support the BRIDGE (Bar Removal of Individuals who Dream and Grow our Economy)                  
Act (S.128/H.R. 496). 

● The BRIDGE Act was recently introduced in Congress as a bipartisan effort to sustain the temporary                
relief from deportation and employment eligibility offered to youth through the Department of             
Homeland Security's Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. 

● There are more than 750,000 young people who have received and benefitted from DACA. These               
youth entered the U.S. as children and know America as their only home. They are contributors to our                  
economy, veterans of our military, academic standouts in our universities, and leaders in our parishes               
and communities. 

● Finally, I ask that you, as an elected official, pursue humane reforms that affirm the dignity of all               
migrants and recognize the contributions of immigrants and refugees in your community. 

● Our Catholic community will work with you to reform our immigration system in a humane and                
common-sense manner. 

 

                                                                                            




